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Religions Lonference 


Between a 
Miniſter and Pariſhioner, EM 


Paribioner OOD morraw to youSir, Iwiſhyou Health of 
Body,which, as I remember, you heretofore 
often wanted. 

Miniſter. The God of Heaven bleſs you Sir, and give you 

Healch of Soul,” and grant you may never want that. . 

Þ. This (piritual Health is ſomewhat impair'd fince your De- 
parture from us. 
M. Tam heartily ſorry for that, and wiſhIcou'd reftore it; but 
hope you have ſo much Charity for me, as to believel wou'd glad- 
| fo Ve pee Rill among you if I cou'd have done it without 
my own Conſcience. * 

| You por Radyed that Poinr better than'T, and if you are 

Gitified, I have noreafon to obje& againft it. 

M. Ithank God 1 am eafie and quiet in my own Mind, and 


ns is a continual Feaſt. * | 

 P. Fbel y your Count nance,” becanlſe \ youTo6k bette's 
that ever; bur T have often wiſh'd my ſelf aA this Pariſh under 
your Miniftry again; 'it might have beeq'a means binder God to 
have kept ſome of us from falling from the Church into; divers 
Errors, 'and particularly that of oppoſing Tafant Bapriſin.  ' 

- M.'T am mightily concern'd co? ear vch Oppoſers of truth, do 


: it, amd to xellyor tharorie of your Flock, w! c 
conlta' nr © '-your publick Prayers, eact in 

nd Holz eter has been lately a them; and orh ora | 
Feat ar like to follow. A» oy = "IU 
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" P. And pray irlkady youre ; Hand to cure it. 

M. 1 ſha real ad! d it wg ſatisfying your Doubts, 
or anſwer] g any Pu; ou 1hallp poſeebours it. - 
gin \ y firſt On "which is to inform me FE aw 
riſm is > "Boccale = Screſs of Tenn in underſtand. 
ing the Meaning and Sigdifica 

M. The Word [ Beptize] is u$'d in Scripture to ſignific ſame- 
times the dippinghe whole Body in Water, ſortietimes the wet- 
ting, "waſhing, or ſprinkling SD1 Part thereof with Water. 
þ A N87) do+yau. prove. this latter Signifoparron of the Word 

tiſm?] - 

Lk: From four ſeveral Places of Scripiure,as Luke rt. 38. where 
*is ſaid in the Greek, our Saviour was. not baptiz'd, becauſe he 
hadnot waſh' d his Hands before Dinner, and the Phariſce mar- 

velled at.ir, thathe himſelf { not his Hands } was not baptiz'd; 

_ ahd Mir: 10.39. yg EY - his Sufferings Fa the Croſsa 
Baptiſm, becauſe he was, wet and ſprinkled with the Blood and 
ot which. iſſued out. of .his omaded Hears s and AF. 1.5 
where the' DiGpls are, promiſed to be baptized with the Holy 


Ghioſt tiot many Days hence, becauſethe ©1294 was ſhortly 
19.be ſhed or pourryl xtþ.on.the Diſciples, Heads, and into their 

ſomewhat after the manner of gur | wth: Water, 
" Thinking: in 0, which was pre 


23,29. Saghearam; ——__ the gel 


1 Cor, xo 3-% 
y k© % 4 4.9; 


ll {prinkled wich the Rain which i ' 
From * » 77417 'the Clouds pred Wie 6 
ſrecl aa they h the Red: Sea,. png 
{c 4 of Wh Wot ab 


NYE 


$64.2 OFT Arad  SETLIS RIC IIAT S398 £ 
7 © : J 4 "1 4 
- I 34 : * : a 
| 3.2064 FIPS Ch? KI 
PSP STO | A 71. it iu 2 ©x CY 
q *-,; BOL 4 6 nt eZ <4 


IF At) =. op rin, Y fn. fs ac as oc ca. NAY 


FED 


Aloha 


| 
I 
J 
' 
b 
Ps 
; 
> 
. 


»M.Teoiemtayforabich 2aſons before 'expreſſee 
who wiexret and iprinkled wich Blood 1dW | 
be 0n rhe Cr ys ts MR whoa ths HG Ghoft 4 
forth; 'afid/as it were ſprinkled: n them, andthe 1/7 
ona wc : their Paſſage thro? the Red Sea; were ſprinkled og- 
ly.with Water (for alichat way hey walkedon dry Ground, Exod, 
14- 22.:) theſe id'ro be 
'P. Butwasnot: Chriſt and the Eunuch.dipt under Water when 
they were baptized, becauſe they both-went down} oro the Wa- 
wy a iow celery fallow from-thoſe Expreſſions tha 
t-does. net: ow from: ons that 
_y Bepriſmot ccher was by: dipping, fiice Jobs Bepriff and Philip 
own into the Water, and cameup out of it,as well as Chritt 
_ oh Eunuch,: and ons none do aeace infee the two'former 
were dipt.. 


apart in 
Dn En rn, 
,No:more:provetanat: the: Ennuc 
ſaying to Philip, ſee here is Water, ' gone. rye to be bapti- 
prove, that hewasonly: ſprinkled;: becauſe 
te -and not. the:Muchneſour Littleneſs of 
it to be tay ya Philip ſhou'd baptige him'there; '247/1f 
this: $:thisisno:Proof thar we'muſt do ſo 
; bees ſe his Baptiſin, if it was. the: fame for' Subſtance with 
wrifts, yet w tredi cp me por arg 
. Y HEHE 10 $1its ALT 2608 SaTk {5 : /Form . 


may ns apa iter from bs in this on off 
lawfully uſe it, tho Jobs did di 


thiog-in;Chriſt's Command! requires 
more than the other; bur. he leaves the Miniſteracliberty ( as our 
Church does) either-to.dip or: le according tothe Strength 


 or:Weakneſs of the Pa EE tobe baptized;. and: either wa 
if he does it with hangs and in the Name of the Father, ' of 4 


Son,: ot of che-Holy: we he: does adminiſter true Chriſtian 
—" [thinkebis aifoes boſom totharObjeftion from Joby, 


and wonder theſe Men:infift-forowuch upon |Bipping in Baptiſm, 


as to make the Ordinance void without it; when they can never 
prove this. to be eſſential to Baptiſm from any: Place of Scripture, 
butonly:by coojetural Conſequences and DeduRtions from it. = 

ns pls not worder atthisat-ajl; ſince noneare more confident, 
than 


that are: moſt ignorant ;a54Ubep/Rivers run filenedly i on,” 


butſballoy Screantsatoles/a Niailh ;;abchcbusfguneebanks will 
undertake Cures, whiththeableftÞ ylitiaaslook on as deſperate; 
but ar ſejdoth. ſiayTong ina Place, and moreſidom cure Peo- 

of any-Diſcaſebur their:Follys 2: ered on 004 1,747 

Fr ner 67 mr pete Poo greg 6 hg yang 

hyGek, ato 
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ray tae | more pi 
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 becarcful taidllow :Bat:26 £7 | 
Sir; /who ate: the proper: Subjets ; 


ihaibbave 2vore Wir than: to be'cheated by 
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WY Noe gig all Believers; x gg all their Children? | 
|-P. How.do you Prove thac belicvers Children | -any; lawfolly 
| be baptiz'd? 
| B4;. Proin ſevera] Texts of Scripture, which by good and unde- 
| niable Conſequence imply imply ſd much. 
Þ. Pray Sir ame; ſome of thoſe Texrs that 1. may have them 
in eeeciatives defend our Chutch's: Pratice in baptizing Infants. . | 
| DJ. Iſball; the firſt isa Place already quored:ro pan 19th the Laws bt! 8 
falneſs of ſprinkling; 1 Cor20.2: where the ſays the 1/7ac- | I 
lites were all:baptiz'd into "Moſes in' che Clad and in the Sea, v | 
which-imports ( as all Expoſitors will allow, even thoſe that op- 
poſeithe Conſequence wedraw' from:it:) thar the Jews Paſſage 
thro? the Red'Sea was a* Type of our Chriſtian Baptiſm ; and Mr.xe:6's 
if ſo it wasio the Type, that Men; Women, ' and Children paſſed 1px 
thro? the red Sea," 36 ought tobe{0-in the thing typifi'd, 'and then 0070 1008: 
the Childrenofbckeving Parents as well as they themſelves, may it | 8 
and oughtto be ba =.-1þ 0 1110008 
P,'-Butdid not JewsCattleand many Unbelievers paſsthro' > 
the Red-'Sea with them? And werethey bapriz'd too ? This 
ſeems abfurd.. 
M. And fo does your Queſtion; - the Scripture being filent, and 
nothifg- abgut Cattle:and Uabelievers which went with 
I/a the the Red Sea; and if Ent ee how coud they 


- be baptized inte Mafts, :5.e. into his DoQtria and Law,whichthe 
our peanut Soren, 


woud: not underſtand and - 
wn ary tae pang ns © oy Profle, as 38. 
went Were: ytes, as we 
oe dane their Wives, an , comprehen- 
45 ee Soar Jn mare wad a x 
OF, TO. wy page unto 65 
in tho Cloud, 9 taps otic X 


\- BP. "Where Scripture Proof 2 : : 
' M, Teis pray. the Rane Apottecal Baptiſina 

Cirevnciſion ; ins wit mpiy ene and ſays the Coloſſiss were 
dreupdifetbyiics mciſion-comes: avthe 
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proven ' 256, Fetnale 5; whoa" more cajablechcreofaliza 
they were of Circumciſion; thisis ho Argument that the one does 
not come'in'the room-ofthe.other;: but rather: that God's Mercies 
are more enlarged-tous thanitothem;'as the Seal thereof which is 
Baptiſan, is extended and -farther-than their Circumciſion 
"Was: 2.4 ſay that the. Jewi h Females were yertudlly circumcis'd 
in. the Males, and+for that reaſon the' whole Jewiſh Church and 
Nationare call'd:inScripture/by theName'of Circumcifion, AF, 
10. 45. cap. 11. 2. Gal. 2. 9. and Phil, 3.31715! 2c 
-P.,:But-they 'have & Salvo for this;Ithar | he Jewidit Poop! Gare 
calld the CiorengiGondiver ;theigreater:paje who were circum- 
cis'd, as the Cattle of par are faidto have dy 'd, Ex. "9:66 and yet 


thers was Cate left; ver; r _ : 
10. But, this will. nor ſeeve; curd; for how does it appear 


that the/Jex 

on fr Alig rather beirdhiParrooiqippirrivnt qears 
| = [2>: 48: xpliexe:ino untitoumiciv'd 
was tacat:ofrhe A en Tn nears aro 


faacly partake thereof; rand iwerengver rep any 
ofthe Prophets for it ; and therefore inGolfs: 1h 
Wouſes mule bo vereliy4& ſedi 


Pr" 


WE jo Tx . 
_ fer from. that place of Sr. Pau! for Di pid, that' he calls our 

Spiritoal Cireumciſion a being baried with Chriſt in Baptiſm, which 
they ſay, isan Argument againft Sprinkling, and for Dipping. 

\M., Fo this T Anſwer, 1. This cannot be taken ac- 
_ cording to the. Letter, that rhe (afofiavs were cover'd all over 
with Water in Baptiſm, as Chriſt was cover'd with Earth at his 
Burial, v bo had no Earth ar all upon him, being laid in a Se- 
"41h of hewn Stone ; and they muſt have continued Three 

ays.and Nights under Water, to make the reſemblance to 
Chriſt's Burial compleat, and then they would have been Bury'd 
indeed. 2. In Burying a Corps, we are not wont to Dip them 
into the Earth, which will not yield to them as Water does; but 
to ſprinkle Earth upon t. 3. This Phraſe muſt be raken Myfſti- 
callyas our Church expounds it, that as Chriſt Died and Roſe 
again for us, ſo ſhou'd we who are Baptized Dye from Sin, and 
Riſeagain unto Righteouſneſs. 

P. Haveyouany more places of Scripture to produce? 

M. Yes, Three more, which you ſhall have in order, Mz 19. 
' 14. where our Lord fays, of little Children, whom St. Lake calls 
Infants, Cp: 18. 15. who were brought unto him for his Bleſ- 
ſing and Prayers, [of ſuch is the Kingdom of H-aven] and then 
certainly we cannot deny Bapriſm to thoſe Children tro whom 
God will not deny Heaven. ; 


P. But at this rate of arguing you muſt give them the Lord's . 


Supper too, as they. did generally in the Church about a Thou- 
ſand Years ago. ph 

'M.. But there is not the fame Reaſon for adminſtring the one, 
as there is the orher Ordioance to Children : x. Becauſe in that 
Command our Lord gives about Baptiſm, Job 3. 5: the Word 
made ufe.of to fignitie rhe ſubjeQs thereof, may be as well ex- 
tended to Tnfaars as to: Sr Tr Perſons; 'tis except [one] any 
one, whether, he be Man or Woman or Child, be Born of Water 


and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the Kingdom of God ; but 


ia the Command St. Pa«{gives about the Lorg's Supper, he ſays, 
Let « Man examine himſelf; and ſo let him Eat of that Bread, and 
rink of that Cap, x Cor-1T. 28. © Let « Man, &vc. the word fig- 


BY DPrent of that Cap, x Cor.11. 28. L &. th 
. Hifics a Man of Underſtanding, -— pa examine himſelf, = 


GY 


ftronge 

a CI Jes LD ron 

_P. But Chriſt does not fy, of theſe Children, . but of ſuch as 

theſe, is the Kingdom of Heaven. | 
"2M. ButifMenhall enter into Heaven for being like Children, 

Children whoare ſet for Mens Pattern, cannot be excluded from 

it; and if Children have. a Right to the Heavenly Inheritance; 

they cannot in Juſtice be deny'd Baptiſm, which 'is as it were 

God's Signing and'Sealing the Deed by which it is convey'd. 

P. This ſeems unreaſonable; but what is your other Proof ? 

M. 1t is, 1 Cor. 7. 14. Elſe were your Children unclean, but 


now are they holy : Where the Apoſtle-inall likelihood intends a 


real or federal, and not a Matrimonial Holineſs, z. e. only a Le- 
gitimacy to be in Believers Children otherwiſe there cou'd be 
no Lawful Marriages among Heathens, nor their Children law- 
fully begotten, ' contrary to {Jeb. 13.4. Marriage is honourable in 
all, &c.and this reaſon of our Expoſition the Oppoſers thereof 
do well to omit, becauſe 1 doubt they are not able ro Anfwer it. 

P. But if fexderal Holineſs be here meant, then the Unbeliev- 
ing Wife may lay a claim to'Baptiſm as well as the Children, on 
the account of her Husband's Faith. | 

M, No, theres a double difference in the Caſe. 1. Becauſe 
there is not.the ſame reaſon a Believer's Uabelieving Wife ſhou'd 
be Covenantly Holy, as that his Children ſhou'd be fo; Almigh- 
ty God having ingagd himſelf in Covenant to ſuch Children, 
which he has not done to fuch.a Wife; the Tenor of which Co- 
venant, runs thus,. Ger. 17.7. Twill eftabliſh my Covenant between 
me and thee, end thy Seed after thee in their Generations, for at 
everlaiting Covenant;to be a God to thee and to thy Seed after thee. And 
this Covenant which God made with 45raham,is ſtill in Force,and 
made with the Believing Geztiles and their Children, by Virtue 
of which, , Covenant FoRndn regpune to me Cul fag p, Be- 
lieving Father, hy : Bot of the Vabelieving 'Mother ; the Cove- 
ky. eftabliſh* {i tflovers and their, Seed4..4nd not with 
their Wiyes that ap Jdoluces; and fo St. Peter expounds this Co- 
venapt, As 2. 29. The Rowe is t0'y0u, and to your vis 5 
4 ba h CK wv * >4 d. a #4 4, 2 - = - ; t ere 
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there is no mention ia either place of Unbelieving Wives, nei- 
| ther are they included in the Covenant of Grace, as their Beliey- 
ing Husbands and Children are; as for inftance, when Solowos 
Marry*d Phareob's Daughter, ſhe continuing a Heather (till, bad 
nobenefit of the Abrahamical Covenant,as her Husband and Chil- 
. dren (if he begat any by her) had; they were both withia the 
Covenant, tho'ſhe was out of it: In like manner is it with a Be- 
lieving Chriſtian Husband, he and his Children are Covenantly 
Holy, when. his Unbelieving Wife is not fo, hut only Civilly 
Holy... 2. The Wife is able, and therefore ought\to make Pro- 
teffion of her Faith, before ſhe is Baptiz'd ; the Children are not 
able-to Profcſs their Faith, and therefore may be Baptiz'd without 
it:; And this diſtinQion they mult allow, becauſe they bave 
made itthemfelves1n reſpett of Chriſt's SatisfaQtion,u hich *chey 
ſay, is but ooe, though there 1s a twofold way of applying it. 
1. Through believing -.1n thoſe that are capable of believing. 
2. Withour believing is this SatisfaQtion apply.g to dying Infants: 
And therefore'they have no more reaſon toſay we make two Bap- 
tiſms, than we have to ſay, they make ewo SatisfaQtions of 
Chriſt ; one for grown Perſons through Faith, and another for 1n- 
fants without Faith. And if Chriſt's SatisfaQtion is one,fo is our Bap- 
tiſm one, notwithſtanding this twofold way of applying it; bur 
werethis Interpretation of oursof Faxderal as falſeas I have prov'd 
theirs of Matrimonial Holineſs. to be, there is a third more pro- 
bable than both ; that by SanQify'd St. Paul means Baptiz'd; that 
the Unbelieving Wife by the Converſation and importunity of the 
Believing Husband has been SanCtify'd, #. e Baptiz'd, the effec, 
which is SanQtification, being, here put (as al in ſeveral of the 
. Ancient Fathers) for Baptiſm, » hich. is the inſtrumental cauſe 
of it; and if this be the Apoſtle's ſenſe, (as ris more likely than 
theirs) then Children were Baptiz'd'in St. Pas time,. and his 
fGaying, they were Holy, imports as much, 5 
P.. But this Interpretation ſuppoſes thar Baptiſm waſhes away 
Original Sin; and how can Water do that 5 How can.it cleanſe 
the Soulin a Phylicalmadner ? 


© "M. Tis not the Water, but the Spirit. of God which co-ope- 


+ 


rates-with it, that produces ScanQification in the Childs Soul; 
ES, PE 2k and 


wed oe bt <a AS. amd. 


- and*tis by vertueof Chriſt's Inftitutico that Baptiſm isa Convert- 
ing, as the Lord's Supper is a Strengthening Ordinance ; and the 
operation of Grace in both is not perform'd in a Natural, but Su- 
pernatural and Spiritual manner, and by vertue of Chriſt's Infti- 
FUtLONn. ' - RT 

P. Then all Believers Children are Regenerated in Baptiſm, 
w bich cannot be, becauſe ſome prove wicked afterwards, unleſs 
you hold a falling from Grace. | : 6 

M. 1. If we hold this, they have not yet prov'd it to be an Er- 
ror, and if they cou'd, fome of their own party wou'd be found 
ro be Erroneous. 2. There is no need of holding it, becauſe ſuch 
Believers Children as prove wicked, may repent afterwards in 
their Lifetime, or at the Hour of their Death; and that they do 
not repent is more than any can certainly tell, and therefore 

we ſhou'd be ſo Charitable as tothink and hope the beft. 

. 'P., Some indeed ſay (as go do) that Regeneration is conferr'd 
' in Baptiſm, andexerts it ſelt afterwards in Converſion; but how 
 ſoa@tive a Principle as Spiritual Liſe, ſhou'd lye dead and a-ſleep 
ſo long, even many Years wv hich intervene berwixt Baptiſm and 
Converſion, is not eaſily conceivable. Kh 

M. This isas eaſe to be conceiv'd, as that David after his 
Converſion ſhou'd fall into thoſe foul Sins of Adultery and Mur- 
+ der, and wallow a conſiderable time (a Year or two at leaſt, as 
ſome conje&ure) in them ;' and let any of theſe Men reconcile 
David's foul Sins and continuance in them, with his former Con- 
verſion, and'I will undertake to reconcile the after-wickedaeſs of 
Children with their Regeneration in Baptiſm. | 

P. But if Baptiſm be a Regenerating Ordinance, What be- 
comes of thoſe Children that die withour it ? Muſt they be all 
Damn'd that die before they are Baptiz'd ? 

'M. «. If they ſhould be all damn'd, What have theſe Men 
to anſwer for, that. have been the cauſe of ſo many Thou- 
ſand Childreas damnation ? It muſt needs make their Hell fe- 
ven times hotter to meet their Unbaptiz'd Children there, whom 
they might have Kepr from coming iato that place of Torments ; 
But 2. Our Church has. determin'd nothing about *this matter, 

leaving us (as the Scripture does)” in the” dark. concerning it, 
NF | h an 


' *Mr.3/«ct- Of themſelves or Children, * they ſay Infants are fav'd by 'the 


forming * 
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ty. God.ro. thoſe means,. to which he 
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-andrnot binding Almighty Go | 
has hound us ; andall that can be gathered from the Scriptures 
.. and our:Church's doQrin abour this nice point is, that Ah {co 
the only ordinary Means of our childrens Salvation; and if a 
of them through: their Parents negligence and -contempt of .that 
Ordinance ſhould die without it, becauſe it is not the Childrens 
fault, thro the extraordinary Grace of God they may be fav'd, 
when the Parents, who ſaw the danger of their Souls, and would 
have nopity, through the juſt Fe rare of God may be damn'd; 
P. But to avoid this dreadful Conſequence of the damnation 
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preſentment of the SatisfaQtion of Chriſt toGod's Juſtice for Ori- | ;; 
ginal Sin, and that without believing, this SatisfaRtion is apply'd p 
, fo dying Infants, whether they be born of Turks or Chrifti- 


” ans. 


M. But this Anſwer: does not ſeem ſufficient upon a double s 
account. 1. Becauſe many of: their Infants live to commit 7 
aQual Sin, and then die _ unbaprtized, and the bare pardon of -}f Q, 
their Original Sin is not enough to ſave ſuch ; their Actual Sins 
muſt be forgiyen too, or elle they will be damn'd. 2. Becauſe }f 
the preſentment of Chriſt's SatifaCtion to God's Juſtice for Ori- | 
Bl | Sia amounts to no more than a Pardon. of it, which may . | 
>e.granted Children without admitting. them..to the Joys of | &; 
Heayen, which cannot be obtain'd without Chriſts imputed,. or Þ i; 
their own inherent Righteouſneſs ; as.a Rebel:may be pardon'd 
his Treaſon, and ſo nor ſuffer the Sentence of, Death, which is Ill c, 
' an At of Grace in the Prince; but yet. tg prefer this pardon'd I} 
Rebel to a place at Court, it muſt.proceed from fome cxtraor- I , 
 dinary merit, or a farther AQ of Grace to do-this ; and: there- | th, 
fore the Pelagians, who werea Sect that denied Original Sin, ne- If or 

- vertheleſs were for Baptizing their Children, that they might N þy 
' be bora again, and ſo enter into the Kingdom of God. * 3. But |f 4, 

if this is ſufficient to obtain Heaven for. Infants, the preſentment IN 66 

of the SatisfaQtion of Chriſt ro Gods Julki fo da fe Wz 

is nor the ſame ſuldcieat eg qualie chem x0 be Baptized? Ia M 
ſhort, ler theſe Men a{ign what reaſon they. will for Infants If p;; 
Salvation: (and ſome- thgy muſt, or declare their opinion <1 be 
| | TEL unreaſon- 
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clude pore forceably for Infants Baptiſm. "Indeed we both agree 
that Infants may be fav'd ; they ſay, without Baptiſm by Chriſt's 
SatisfaGQtion ; we ſay, certainly with Baptiſm, which is the ap- 
mar of that Satisfaion 3 their Opinion is uncertain and 

azardous, ours ſure and certain by God's Word, John 3. 5. 
and Tz. 3. 5. and therefore to Baptize our Children is the ſafeſt 


and ſureſt way ; and not to Baptize them, is to expoſe them- 
to: infinite and apparent danger, which no Parents that love 


their Children and their own Souls will venture to do. 


P. I amglad you have cleared this Point ſo well, I hope it 


will make all Parents conſider _ the dreadful hazard they run 
in negleing their Childrens Baptiſm ; but there is one Scripture 
proof more which you promiſed, wanting. 

 M. It is in Ads 2. 39. where St. Peter declares that the Pro- 
miſe, z. e. of Remitſion of Sins and Gift of the Holy Ghoſt belongs 
to the Believing Gentiles and their Children, as well as to the 


Jews and theirs; and that they both and their Children ſtood up-- 


on equal Terms ig reſpe& of the Covenant of Grace. 
P. But may not this Promiſe be underſtood with reference 


| to that Curſe the Jews imprecated -on their Childrens. head- 


when they Crucified Chriſt, His Blood be on us and our Chil- 


dren, Mat. 27. 25. that they and their Children ſhould be freed 
from that Curſe, in caſe they did live to repent, and be Bap-- 


tiſed ? 


M. No, The Text cannot be ſo Interpreted ; becauſe if the 


Curſe was imprecated, -and fell on their Children according to 
| the Jews imprecation ; why ſhould not this Promiſe, if it were 

a freedom from that Curſe, exempt their Children from it, al- 
tho they might not live. aftually to repent of it? And fince a 


great many of them in all probability did not live ſo long, 'twas- 
but poor comfort to tell the Fews their Children ſhould be par- 
doned and faved on condition they repented, which was impol- . 
ſible for them to. perform ; and: for this Reaſon, and becauſe it - 
was made. to the Gextz/es roo, who are-not charg'd by St. Peter - 
to be guilty of Chriſt's Blood as the Jews were, Ads 2. 23, this. 


Promile,- ver. 39.. cannot be particular to the Jews for their Sin 


3..M 


onreaſonable) and I will undertake to prove the ſame will con- 


of. 


P p 4 Ws 9, © OM 
onde DW - 


IgE CR  - ks Ct iy Oo Wg mm 
of Blood-guiltineſs, but muſt be general and excend roallcheirs | 
and the Gexriles Attual Sins, and the Original Sin of- both: their 
Children; and. if this Promiſe belong to borh their Children, 
there is no other ordinary means for them to receive: thebenefir 
of it but by Bapriſm. Abel Hogs 
 P. Bur does not the Clauſe in the concluſion limit: the Pro- 
For ro grown Believers ? [even as many, as the Lord our God 
" M. Ns, That is only - another . Phraſe to exprefs the Gentiles 
by, and a further Explication of the former [A// that are afar 
.off ] and the propor of both is, that the Promiſe is the ſame 
to the converted Gemtiles as to the converted Jews, and ſince the 
Children ofthe Jews are expreſſed to have a Right 1n this Promiſe, 
' the Children of the Gentiles muſt be imply'd to have the ſame 
Right 1, it. ; 
P. Have they not ſome other Anſwers to theſe Five Texts of 
S-ripture ? . k 
M. Yes, But they are evaſive ones, and I have conſidered 
them, and reply'd to them in a ſet Diſcourſe, ofwhich this is bur 
an Abridgment. | 
P. I ſhould be glad to ſee this; but in the'mean time muſt 
. obſerve, that they will tell you all your five Scripture Proofs 
come ſhort of. Proving your Point, becauſe none of them- ex- 
preſly require us to Baptize our Children. RY 
 M. I thought they would allow of a good conſequence from 
theſe or any other Texts of Scripture for Infant Baptiſm if they 
do not, what have they to ſay for admitcing Women to the 
Lords Supper, there being no expreſs Command for it ? 
P. Here I confeſs they are hard 'put to ir, and after all their 
_ turnings and windings are not able to:produce one ſuch Precept, 
or To much as oneExample for this-praQtice ; bur are forced to fly 
to deduQions and conſequencs to prove it. © 
_* M. This ſhews theſe Men to. be partial; they can eaſily eſpy 
the lawfulneſs of Womens receiving the Lords Supper in Scrip- 
ture; but they cannot, or. rather will not ſee the! lawfulneſs of 
Childrens Receiving Baptiſm 3 which is as viſible 'there as the 
: P, But 
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e Apoſt! i andSh Poe Bpiites to prove that: Women ibe= 
| 5m ;:andrhat they that were Septizad AE 


Neale adartticraaibbiaks bread.:- 


- "M *Burthow'o they prove that. this breaking” 'of ' Bread 
muſt>beithe- Lords Supper, and: not: the Firſt Chriſtians ordina- 
xy Meals, fiate inthe ſame Chapter 'tis call'da breaking of Bread 
from Houſe: 'to'Hopſe?: How! dorthey likewiſe prove that thoſe 
thar:were Baptiz'd and brake Bread, imuſt needs beall 'the-Belicv- 


ers that were thenim the World ; and if all were. not  preſent-(as ic 


ishighly improbable ſo: many Thouſands ſhou'd receive the Lord's 
—_— opether-in'0ne Houſe) -why. might \not thoſe that were 
abferit be the Women? | 4/ar! they cannot infer-a right'to the, Or- 
dinante-from what grounds they pleiſe ; they muſt prodece. ſome plain 


 Commandor Example Oo Womers ommunicating, or they ſayzothing ; 


This'iis certain, :my former Texts of Scripture as plainly proveIn- 
fant Baptiſm, as ;anyText they:ican bring, docs that Women 
oaghtto receive theLord's Supper; and [ wiſh they would letthe 
Controverſie reſt, herez*and+\will undertake'to, prove; as clearly 
m—_ as they are'able:to'do the' other. 


-27P.'Bat:are you againſt:Womens receiving the Lord's Supper ? 


1Af":No; God! forbid; you" know: have formerly Preach'd the 
equirarys: :and preſſed andiperſuaded Womeo as-wellas'Men-to 
ke of thar:great- Ordinance; and I am ſtill, :and-hope. ſhall 
everbe of the ſame Mindi:: 'Bat-hurge this: ro prove.that we have 
not betrer:Grounds from'Scripture toadmit Women tothe Lord's 


Table; than/wie have'toradmit Believers: Children ta Baptiſm. .. 


P. 1 apprehend 'you, Sir, that there; is: good; Grounds, from 


- Scripture forborhg burifthere is ho<xpreſs Command or, Exam- 


ple; or the BaptiſmoÞInfants,cjic muſt be.unlawful, for that no» 

thing ought tobedone in the Worlbip of God, but what has one 

or the other to: Warrant Ate; Fit) OOy 22 | 

M. But oo _ they provertis £1 "tpyori; 

<3 14: nth they b_ F4- the bick Places 
Falley of the Son of Hinnom, to burn their 


of Tipten, dls oth Fully 


Jontiand their Daughters it _ fires; - which 7 Commanded them wot ; 


* nk. eg: Mdeeoaalorher places. . S "of 


wit! : 


mh whom ere nd ar whas'i wn cwbrnn {ay x rI9 
ade them] to do this. But whar i y 
v16. the 7aes Sacrificing their Sons and: their Daughters to De- 
vits/ Whats chives Infant Bapriſin ? -which i520 Qteriog) our 
| rets:to Chiriſt: Is the} ofneas Unlawful-gnd 
:a6:rhe grher?> Let them :prove-this; 40d: the 
el Bs isarawend3 but: let them' aor- think to! ferch their 
Argumients fFon the Old: Feſt iment, to: voerthrow- «'\New-Teſtament 
Ordiwbute;” if they dvy''to-Fpeak i their own. La 6,; is ;rjot 
this it nice avrifling Vattity7: and nonght but « piece of fookery end: de+ 
cets to dipktn Comifel with words' w & knowledge? + Jeb38. 2.if 
think this robe'a triore rroe ant ſafe-Reule:than theirs; i" that as 
nothing'is68r Duty/bur'whar God has exprefly,:or by-good con- 
pn ny Commanded; ſo:nothing-is a-Sin,! but what- Gad:has 
ns op! Ng yi oqons Yyence nfm of te Fm that 
Ly 1 Toh 97 4 or {ev;''and 
St. 'PaPs ns from it09hee era Pa nokaw, thereis.notranſs 
' greſſion, Rom.4.1 5. Beſides/if that Texr of Jeremy, or any otheriof 
This like nature ſhou'd condemmour PraCtice'in Baprizing lnfagts, 
dos tnuch condeam their Praftice in-admictting Women to 
 theLord pohly gt _ is alike/Uefhiture bf) any txpreſs Sceip» 
ture Corimand br wo warrant it, and then anording to 
their ownwa beth ror g/iriniuſtbeGinfuk vn) vile 4 oof 
P; Bur if yowreow produce forme Gommand or-Example for 
- Baptititig Children, you wou'd{oon' convince theſe Men, and 
the! world rea "ah i aheonhiy: Seed nt w -,h 
-P en RNB6bt whet THEY? :WO ptize 
| Children;"if there Were wover pot one a Command:or- Rearnple, 
n-Scriptore fort. + 
P. "This looks a Little Vncharicables: low arſe: reaſon have 


youro think this of them? $19.99! <q ex iis rock 2004-10 


come; 


Tr) 


df pom ever Cog Panos ata ;and-?risn0 Un- 
one Scipure Command, ackd ic Earoleeny ord ac 
"wok'd aor 
make'bold-in'diſobcying anocher. pre 
_  *P;" Bur: I am told, they refuſe to ſing Pſalms, becavle they 
have dx ix'd Congregation with which hey cangat Join 4n 


1 BC So if thats were an cevpeels Comepand fog tizing-Chil- 

dren, they might find the like excuſe, for. not. c Baptizing theirs; 
becauſe it muſt be done in a mix'd Congregation; they do not like 
the Miniſter, or People, 'or Form of Baptiſm, and therefore will 
keep their Children from it; bur theſe are ridiculous Excuſes ; 
and why then do they Pray in'a-mix*d. Congregation ? 

P.'T cannot imagine what they will ſay to:this, or what .cea- 
fon they can give, that they ſeldom uſe the Lord*sPrayer, in a- 
ny of their Meetings ? 

M. 4 gueſs at the reaſon of both, bur I will not be poſitive 
therein), becauſe I-will not be Uacharitable (as-chey ere) it may 
: bes tis -becauſe they hate-all-Forms of. Words inthe Worſhip.of 
God, 2nd therefore with riot ſing Palms, .noruſethe Lord's Pray- 
er; Jeſt they ſhou'd ſymbolize with:us,' and ftand ſelf Con- 
demn'dfo* going To far, andinot going farther in;joining with us 
ir 'that!Exoellent Form-of Prayer our Church preſcribes. | 

-:P/ Truly this may: bethe reaſon. they do not:Gng Pſalms, nor 
aſe the Rpt po antd'T ſhall-think it 1is, uri. they ſhew 2 - 

prota' Smog many-placesof Scripture againſt Infant- 

baptiſin, even al[thoſe-rhat vequire;the Miniſters to: Teach and 
| Daprice, "Mat. 48.49. and thePeople to Believe, and be Baptiz'd, 
| + ok 16, 16. and To: report, axd be: Baptiz'd, Afts 2.38. And 
with theſe;they rapport: rant and Unſtable Souls, and lome- 
times gain-them torhei 
M. What youay,' is very true; but them: is no.reaſon any 
ou'd de Ntaggerdwith-theſe Texts; for they all have. re- 
FA to by > Sol thatwerethen believers, or hou dbe- 

gnd do nor at all concernitheir-Ghildren 

jt how to40u-prove 7 polo ag are not excluded 
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now by our Oppoſers: 


»befo;refirain'd 
gotiof Children 3 


Wes Rp Do I SY 7 Poe AT OT Ou «- 


and therefore if you have any more,- pray let. me ez AND. 
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order to Salvation. | | 
M. But thisisa meer ſhift, and Confured by one of their own 

Parcy,* who fays,St. Peter here. [peaks of Circumciſion,not as the falſe "Mr.Bleck: 
Teachers wou'd then have Lrought it in(which certainly was to impoſe it wod's 
on the Conſciences of Chriſtians, as if they coud not be Sav'd without it) of cn, 
but as it: was-conſider d ſimply in it ſelf, as that he calls it a Yoke upop ivifi, pag: 


LS. | 


their Fathers not tobe bornz who liv d before thoſe falſe Teachers mere. S | [8 
And'tis a-weak Reaſon of the former's Qpinion, to ſay, that the \ ij 
Jews and their Children, bore Circumciſion for many. Ages ; 
and. the. Apoſtle fays, tHis is a Yoke which neither cou'd bear ; 
for. who can be ignorant, that by this Phraſe, is meant ooly .the 
.difficulty-wherewith the Jews bore Circumciſion, that they cou'd 
hardly endure it, it being frequently faid in Scripture,. that a Man 
cannot do. that, which+-1s hard for him to. do, as Mark. i. 45, 
Lake 11.7. and ſo the meaning can.be no other, than that nei- 
.ther the Jews nor their Childrea were well able to bear the Yoke: 
....P.. This.is clear; But what fay you to the. anſwer they com- 
_monly give to Mar. 18. 6, That by /irzle ones Chriſt means ſuch: 
as arc little in Faith, and their own Judgment. SOROS 
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by their own confeffion they may and ought ro be Bapriz'd. i 


P.1 am farisfied, and'to Diſpute fas many ofthem do) rhatChil-' No 
dren cannot be Diſciples nor Believers, againſt ſuch plain Texrs of Yn 
Scripture which affirm themtobe bath, is really to fight againſt Wt: 
God. Butthere'is one, ObjeQtion behind, with which they flou- 
Tiſh and ſometime gravel unlearn'd and wavering People, w::. 

That Chriſt was nar Baprtiz'd till hewas'a Man. (as moſt conje. 
Quure) about Thirty Years of Age, andhowdare'weBaptize Chil- 
dren when'they aremot Thirty,'nor Three Days Ol? 'Weſhou'd WP 
Tather defer their Baptifm after Chriſt's Example, till they are iſ 


Men,  and'can pive an account” of theirFtaith. ©; 


'*M:This Argument proves nothing, becauſe it provestoo much; 
For then no one'muſt-be-Bap! 4 Hifſhe 15 about the'ſame Age of 
"Phirty,as Chriſt was, norin any River but Jordan.” And'no one 
muſt receive the Lord's Supper above once, andthat at the point 
-of Death, andchen with Men only; becauſethereinhe has Chriſt's Þþ 

Example for.h1s Pattern3 bur if they themſelves 'do' not follow Þ: 
-Chriſtin all imitable rhings, 'why do they;preſs us to follow him 
10 this, ,of Seas Baptiſm till Manhood? The troth' js;Scrip- 


rure Examples whether-ot Chrift.or iis Apofties conclude no- Wl 
thing, unleſs the very fame reafonsand circumſtances/ concur to (i 
"74 : . Ry EE #5 = Py 6 > © Y Fn $4 AX of 10-7 * 
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I inforce our imitation; andthavthey. donot in'the caſsbeftre vs ;- 
for Chriſt did-nor:defer his Baptiſm-till- Manhood, -becauſe' be- 
.cou'd nor ſooner give an account-of his Baith;. who'at Twelve: 
. Years Old was able to baffle and confound- all the DoQors in Je. 
ro{alem, Luk. 2. 47. but he deferr'd it in all likely hood, becauſe 
he did'norſooner enter upon his' Miniſterial Office: And he then: 
receiv'd'it, notbecauſe he needed it; but to-fulfilt all Righteouſ- 
neſs, and to Conſecrate'this Chriſtian Ordinance, before he be- 
gan to Preach the Chriſtian Religion to the World ; or elſe Chrift 
receiv'd Baptiſm no ſooner, becauſe Jobn Baptiſt who was to per-. 
Ef formsthat Office began no ſooner to Baptizezfor tis as evident from 
Scripture, -that Jobs _ did'not Baptize his Proſelytes till: 
Chriſt-was abour” Thirty Years of Ape, as that Chriſt was ſo Old 
before he'was Baptzd, Luke 3.21, '22,'23. Andiitit is: ſuggeſted; 
that notwithſtanding the Evangelift's relation of theſe things as. 
if done near together, 'they might have happen'd at ſome diſtance 
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|. Yof time from oneanother 3 then I ſay, for the ſame reaſon, Chriſt: | 

f might have been Baptiz'd long before he was Thirty, even in In-: 11 

& [fancy at leaſt ſo ſoon as hecou'd ſpeakand go; and their urging; ' 
1- of Chriſt's Example does rather conclude for;. than' againſt' the: F:3 
:. Rbiptiſm of our Children: - > B10 %9 bf, 
:. - #. Soit does; 'and now-T ſhould have done, but that I'muſt b- 7 
l- Mbcg the Favour of you to refolve- me Three Queries more fu}- Wo: 
4 WW which in-effe? you have anſwered: already; + not- as: if '(:_ | 


loubted-my ſelf, 'but that T' may:be able to fatisfie others; and: 
ſhall creſpaſs' no longer upon your patience. 


* «M:; I-{hall:chearfully comply with you, and am never tired 
of Þo ſerve: ' you or any Man elfe-on- fo: good account, and there-- 


ore: pray proceed to- your Queries. | 
& P.'The'Firſt is, Wherheryou judge Baprifm; which! is: Admini-: 


nt 

t' (red tor 68 s hn in Infancy, 'to'be Lawtal: and good: 
im #4 Yes, :Certainly it-is, and you have no reaſon 'to:.dbubt of: 
5p- ©; nov'only* becauſe: Þ prov'd: before- from: Scripture: that Bap- 


10- Ylm-comes in'the room of Circumciſion; 'thar the '1/rat/ires pal 
to ge through: the /Red+Sebiowas a1 Type thereof, ' that Chi 
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 fion was not. only a:Seal:of  Abrebaw's- Faith "65 "oomgre 3s bur 
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rig/Salvs 


allo:a'Seal'of the Jews Faith, which-defcended n. him; and 
ofthe Gextile' Prolelytes Faith,) who imbrac'd the Jewiſh-Religi- 
on, 'and were adopted into the; Jewiſh Nation, as is cleit from 
Gen:17. from the'9th tothe 15th: Verſe; Rom: 4: 11. and feve- 
ral other-places: of Scripture 3: .and the Abrahamical-Covenant 
being"rhe ſame for ſubſtance; with'rhat. which is made with Be- 
lievers now, 'even'a Covenant:ot Faith 3 andthe Seal thereof be- 


iog-only.changd, Circumciſion into Baptiſm: becauſe: Almighty 


' God admitted Children/into Covenant:then, and by no one Pre. 


tor Example has fince excluded them from'it, Children are 


. Rill:io/ Covenant; with him ;-for being: once-:in-Covenant, the 
ſame Bverlaſting Covenant,:Children are: ever 4o it,” unleſs ir 
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canibe:{hew!d when,: or:where they.areſbutout of. it. 5 and fo 
our. Can to: be 'Baptizd, as the Jewiſh Children were 
Circumcis'd ; the Conſequence of which is, that-the Bap- 
riſm-of the Chriſtiap'is-as valid as the-Circumcifion-of the Jew- 
HAb/Children. POD S911 C7 ovefar envoy totioy | | 
7". P. This is clok;reaſoning: But theſes *-Men: obje& here, that 
Circumciſion was; no/Seal/ of: Faith: to the Jews, becauſe ir was 
Adminiſtred to the Reprobates. as'well-as to. the Ele& ; | Eſas 


£7, % 


_ and Ibm were Circumeisdi (whom: they look on 'torbe finally 


rejeted):as wellas:1ſazc and Fecob, who.were effetually: calls 
. M:\Fo' this: anſwer, 1. I mightas-well argiic that»Baptiſ 
is no;Seal of Grace; )becaule it-was'adminiſtred to. Simon Magn 
whoſe final condition the Scripture ſets forth to be as dangerou 
at leaft'as {/bmael's or:Eſav's;'St. Peter ſays of;bim,"that/hewa 
M1 : thei'gall-of:; bitternels' and: bond--of-iniquity;-: and leaves: Rs 

- mighty doubrful} whether he-wasjever- forgiven: or:noz:1: 47s If «: 
3. and yet the objetor himſelf alows Baptiſmito be a Sigh | 

Scal of Grace already: wrotight,/ and!of Grace 'farthet-to bf 
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be-a:Seal of Grace, :notwithſtanding its being Adminiſtred to 
ſuch bad Men as E/au, : Ibmael, and Simon Magus. 2. How 
docsat appear that E/avand Jſbmael never had Faith ? they might 
Have ic, and fall-from ir.;-ualeſs they-can'/prove this.to be impoſ- 
fible.:- 3. How ith uk FD Eſau and Iſbmael were Repro- 
bates and finally: rejeed ?: As. to the latter, ' tho' he had nor 
the Birth-right and Priefthood. which -belong'd to ir; yet Abra- 
bamPray'd for him, no doubt for bis Eternal as well as Temporal 
Welfare, Ges. 17. 18.. O that Iſhmael might live before thee, And 
:God:anſwered: his [Prayers,. wer. 20. As for Iſhmael 1 have. heard 
zhee;- Andasto the former; 'tho' Eſa be call'd Profane, yer that 
'was:for undervaluing his arg. ry ro which the Prieſthood 
was annex*d, 'as is.evident from Heb. 12. 16. If it be ſaid, he 
Jound.n0 place of Repentance, that was of his Father 1/aac's Repen- 
#ancs,: in changing his mind, and recalling the Bleſſing he had 
firſt given Jacob ; Eſau found no place of ſuch Repentance in his 
Father, rho? he-mighr of his own Repeatance; for he might Re- 
pent, and: there is nothing in this place to prove thecontrarxy, it 
-having reſpe& only to his Father 1/a«c's Blefiiag, 'as che former 
part of the Verſe: does: plainly ſhew (For ye know that afterwards 
he wou'd have inherited the bleſſing, he was rejedted ) But by 


2 wasthis'? by. his Father-]/a«c,Ger.27.33. 1 have bleſſed him, 


i. C. Jacob, yea, and be ſhall be bleſſed : Upon which Eſau cryed with 
"ax exceeding great and bitter cry, Ver. 34. but to no purpoſe, he 


cou'd not alter his Father's mind, and ſo he found. no place for 


[ifanc's] repentance,” tho he ſought it carefullywith tears : And for 


that other place of St. Pav/, Rom. 9g. 13. Jacob have [ loved, but 
-Eſaw have T hated: ' It may be underſtood, 1. Comparatively, 
= :thatGod lov'd the one leſs than the other; a leſſer degreeof Love 
= being inScripture call'd Hatred, as Luke 14. 26. If any man come 


untome;; and hate not bis father and mother, and wiſe and Children, 


ill - and brethrn «nd fifters, yea, and bis own life, be cannot be. my Diſci- 
of 3/6; all: which Relations, eſpecially a Man's own dear ſelf, 'tis 
--not-.only 'Natural, but God has Commanded us ro Love, and 
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7 Love out waiſt Kid tired 
| ot: own us Goel thela ; And 
hi bo eh ps) d' Wight Love -#fas too, \tho': hejlbvid! Facob 
more. Ag Few atred \to-Efas maybe; 1118-06- 
| > ©-n$ink x "chat Faced joy2d :dlgreater fhare:df 
har Bf ah) and fo the Prop awitence St. Pa 


hadit; cexpounds' this &; Mal. 1: b; y TMs won Bſon Jacob's 
brother ? ſaith the Loyd +yet>[ lovell Faroh, dl 1 hated Eſav;. and 
wherein that Hatred conſiſted, it immediately follows, :-11d his 
mountains and heritage waſte for the dragons of thewilderneſs, ve.Bſas?s 
Poſfeſfions were moreBarrenand-Uafruitfiil chan Jacob's, awihich 
was a Temporal Curſe laidupon him for:defpiſing his/Birth-righe 
and the Priefthood,”that went along with it ; ſo that | E/av-and 
Tſbmael might be Gracious and Ble& Children for -acy thing that 
cat be prov\dfrom Scripture:to the:contrary, and. then Circum- 
_ cifion mighr'be Seat'o Grace! and Faith torhem: aS well 25'tO > 
ther Seprootn # neo 
_"*P. Tam glad you have Explain? 2dtheſe Serhgitnens tone, which 
my. {elf as'well as many others have always apply'd to wry 
and Reprobation; tho' Tnow find we had-no reaſon for. doi 
But have you any other Reaſonfor: yung Baptiſm adinini 
to Believers Children in Infancy, to be Lawfubandſufficient'? | 
M. Yes, ſeveral, but-T ſhall-name but one morejcemey n hot 
be too tedious to you!” 
P. T ſhall never think fo, and therefore} pray let me hear your 


other Reaſon.” 
M. 'It is becauſe the*Parents 'or-'f ricds: Faikenhgs bes. procar' 

the Childreir fome'Spititual as well-as'Tetnporal-Be 

Chriſt's and*therefore' why may itnot: procure for'them the be- 

nefit of Chriſtian Baptiſm? And if it be regularly obtain'd 1 it 

muſt be valid. 

”"P, But how doyou prove that rhe Parents Faith has procured 

Tem Dral and'Sf tritual Advantages for Children ?: -..\:.- 
The fal are” to be feen inthoſe-Miraculous Cures 

Chriſt robltt on their 'Bodies, particularly, - Luk.” 8. 50. Be- 

"lieve only, thou'that art aa a and ſbe,that is, thy mh 
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Spiritual Cures /may be found, if you 
conſult thoſe places where Chriſt caft out Devils of Children; 


_ particularly; Mar. 15.127, 28; where hedeliver'd the Woman of 


Canaars {Daughter from the; Power and Poſſeſſion of Satan, far 
the ſake'of her/Mother's Faith;: and that was a Spiritual Bleſling 
indeed.” And the like'Cures did Chriſt work for the ſake of the 
Friends as wel{-as Parents Faith 3 particularly, the Centuricn's. 
Faith / was the Motive that induc'd Chriſt to recover his Servant 
that lay Sick of the Palfie, 'grievouſly tormented 3: Go thy way 
(fays Chriſt to'the:Centurion) 4s thou haſt believed, ſo be.it done 
ano thee: and his ſervant was healed in the ſelf ſame hour, Mar. $. 


_ 6; x3. Which by the way is a good Argument, why the Faith 


of. others, even God-fathers and: God-mothers as well as the Pa- 
rents;* maybe available for obtaining this Spiritual Priviledge of 
pots bee mg to Baptiſm, if they had no:Faith of their own; 
eſpecially when God's Promiſe imbraces them as well as grown 
Believers. - 'I do not mention this as a thing of abſolute neceſſity, 


but'oily us 'Highly ' reaſonable:thar our: Church ſhou'd- require | 


Serctiesito-make #1 open'Profefſion of the Chriſtian Faith,and to 
prathiſe tolfce'the Baptiz?d:'Child\Educated init; for fear the Pa- 
rent# through negligence or Death, ſhou'd fail to: perform-their 


Duty t6 him ; as no Man wou'd Lend a conſiderable Sum of Mo- 
hey; but herwould have one or'more Sureties to be Bound with 


the Prineipil, forthe ſurer Payment of the Debt. .And-truly 
what is the Conſequence. of deſpiſing the Faith of God-fathers 
ad>Godirtiothers? 'Why Men come next to deſpiſe the Parents 
Faith,” and will not Baptize the Child vill he has actual Faith-of 
hisown, afddoespublickly Profeſs it; and from that, they come 
to deſpiſe the very Ordinanceof Baptiſm; and to ſay, if we have 
Faith,” there 35''nio 'nted/ of 'being) Baptiz'd; and ſo from Con- 


tenining the-Orders'of our "Church; chey proceed at laſt ſofaras . 


- 


to juftle the Ordinance ir {elf our ot Door. 


© P/'Fſee there is no'ſtopwhen' Men forſake our Church ; and 


therefore I'fHall Rickeloſs ro -i0; only L wiſh; that what our 
God:fathers'and ens They boot they 
word'becarefi] accordiogtotheir PowerConſcic ntioullyto per- 
forth dn I haftetit&' 'my Les” Rh 
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& rn by Sprinkling or Pouring Water onthe Face," bes 
"BY HOO F110 Oe oat of [Paco 
_  $x0%'Tes;- ooo 'it- is 3! and” chat for theſe 'Four! Reaſons. 
y. 'Notonly becauſe the Word {BaptizeJ is uledin Scripture far, 
Spriaklingand Waſhing fome part of the Body,as well as for Dip- 
ping the whole. in Water; as'I have already-prov'd. But 2. Be- 
cauje the:'Vertue of rhe Ordinance of Baptiſm does not - depend 
upon the/quantity 'of Water any more than-that- of the: Lords 
Supper depends'upon the quantity of Bread and/Wine receiv'd in. 
it; alittle of each Element makes either Ordinance as valid: as 
a great deal. : '3. Becauſe if Baptiſm by Spriokling, or which the 
Oppolers of it countall one, by Dippingin Infancy be no Baptiſm, 
then are not any of them-Bapriz'd ; fince they receiv's their-Bap- 
tiſm ar: firſt from ſome one. of :us that was cither -Sprinkled or 
 Dipp'd in Infancy; and therefore they ſhou'd take heed howhey 
make yoid our Baptiſm, left 'thereby, they 'deſtroy' their own, 
and prove themſelves to be no Chriftians, as they uacharitably 
eſteem us; 4. Becauſe they themſelves do not /-put the 'whole 
Body ofthe Baptiz'd Perſon under Warer, þut he bimſelf puts the 
_ one halfar leaſt under Water by wading bro it,- and the Dipper 
puts the other ; and if their Baptiſm be Adminiſtred by caſting the - 
upper partof the Body: under the Water, Why may not we Ad- 
miniſter Baptiſm by Pouring Water onthe Face or Sprinkling. it? 
Sudoity may not our Baptiſm thus: Adminiſtred be as good as 
'P. 1 ſee no Reaſon hut it is, and: much better... 'But-I:proceed 
to my Third and laſt Query; | Whether Believers Children'that 
are Baptiz'd: in - Infancy, ought to be Baptiz'd again ? becauſe 
we have ſome among us that are 'fallea into Scruples abour' it. 
-::2M, 'Ler the Doubters.be never ſo many,-'this muſt not'be done, 
by:no means For as there is but one- Lord; and one Faith, ſo there js but 
E one Baptiſm, Eph. 4. 5- And having rectiv'dithat one Baptiſm, ”tis 
I - ——_ for you to mock God;in'the repeating of ity [this 45 10 
... pare n 30d's Children, to declare 
c --445 | EeS\-t0:: 'D the .and- 
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. Hearts as well as Ears, Roms. 16. 17. Now I beſeech you, Brethren, 
mark them which cauſe diviſions and offences, contrary to ſound do- 
Grin, which ye have learned; (and I may add wherein too you 
have been Baptiz'd) and avoid them. And I mig uſe many 
Arguments-to this purpoſe, yet ſhall content. my ſelf with. one, 
that they eſteem the Church of Exglazd.no true Chriſtian 
Church, nor any other Church to be.ſo,. that has been or now 
isin the World, excepting only their-own 3 and if you had-no 
other reaſon, methinks you, ſhould not venture into their Af- 
ſemblies, nor be of their Perſwaſion, nor think them the only 
Church and People of God, becaule of this their prodigious un- 
charitableneſs to all other Chriſtians. 

P, This is Reaſon» enough nat -to be of their Religion who 
want Charity, which is ſuch an eſſential part of it; and there- 
fore as I never was at any of their Meetings, ſo I hope I never 
ſhall, believing my ſelf ſafe in the Communion of this Orthor- 
dox Church of Exglazd, as to: the eternal Welfare of my Soul. 

M.- And ſo no doufft but you are; and finding you ſo well 
latisfied, I preſume. you have no more Queries to propels, no 
further Scruples that may trouble you, and ſhall therefore take 
my leave of you at this time with thoſe two. excellent Petiti- 
ons of our Litany; From all blindneſs of heart, from pride vain- 
glory and hypocrifie, from envy hatred and malice,. and all - unchart- 

tableneſs; M. and P. Good Lord deliver us; From all ſeaition, - 

privy conſpiracy and rebellion, from all falſe dorine herefie and 
Wo 1 ſchiſm, 
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